
 

 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COBB COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

 

      * 

GEORGIA NONPUBLIC    * 

POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION  * 

COMMISSION,    * 

      * 

Plaintiff,    * Civil Action File No.: 21101366 

      * 

v.      *  

      * 

MEDICAL CAREER SPECIALISTS,  * 

INC., MEDICAL CAREER   * 

SPECIALISTS d/b/a ERUDITE   * 

NURSING INSTITUTE, and MELODY * 

KNIGHT, individually and d/b/a  * 

ERUDITE NURSING INSTITUTE, * 

      *      

 Defendants.    * 

       

AMENDED VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR INJUNCTIVE RELIEF, 

CIVIL PENALTIES, AND OTHER RELIEF 

 

Plaintiff Georgia Nonpublic Postsecondary Education Commission (“Plaintiff” or 

“GNPEC”), by and through counsel, Christopher M. Carr, Attorney General for the State of 

Georgia, hereby amends this civil action against Defendant Medical Career Specialists, Inc. 

(“Defendant MCS”), Defendant Medical Career Specialists, Inc., doing business as Erudite 

Nursing Institute (“Defendant Erudite”), and Defendant Melody Knight, individually and doing 

business as Erudite Nursing Institute (“Defendant Knight”), correcting only for scrivener’s error 

pertaining to exhibits, as follows: 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. 

GNPEC brings this action pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.18, seeking to enjoin 

Defendants from operating nonpublic postsecondary educational institutions and conducting 
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postsecondary activities without authorization, as well as all remedies available under Georgia 

law, including but not limited to, civil penalties, pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.21.   

PARTIES 

2. 

 Plaintiff is a Georgia agency established pursuant to the Nonpublic Postsecondary 

Educational Institutions Act of 1990, codified in O.C.G.A. §§ 20-3-250.1 through 20-3-250.27.  

Plaintiff is charged with regulating nonpublic postsecondary educational institutions in Georgia.   

3. 

Under O.C.G.A. § 20-2-250.18(b), Plaintiff’s executive director is authorized to petition 

for an injunction in GNPEC’s name against any entity that violates the statutes, rules, 

regulations, or orders that regulate nonpublic postsecondary educational institutions. 

4. 

 Defendant MCS is a Georgia domestic profit corporation having its registered office at 

3300 Cumberland Boulevard, Suite 500, Atlanta, Georgia 30339.  Although Defendant MCS was 

administratively dissolved or had its certificate of authority revoked on October 22, 2020, 

Defendant MCS continues to operate at its principal office address of 3330 Cumberland 

Boulevard, Suite 500, Atlanta, Georgia 30339.   

5. 

Defendant MCS’s last annual registration, filed on October 11, 2017, listed Consonantia 

Divina, Limited, as its Registered Agent, located at 1755 The Exchange, Suite 190, Atlanta, 

Georgia 30339.  

6. 

 Upon information and belief, Defendant MCS does business as Erudite Nursing Institute.  



 

- 3 - 
 

Upon information and belief, Defendant MCS transacts business in Georgia as Erudite Nursing 

Institute.  Upon information and belief, Defendant MCS exercises control over Erudite Nursing 

Institute.  Upon information and belief, Defendant Erudite operates at its principal office address 

of 3330 Cumberland Boulevard, Suite 500, Atlanta, Georgia 30339.   

7. 

 Upon information and belief, Defendant Melody Knight does business as Erudite Nursing 

Institute.  Upon information and belief, Defendant Knight transacts business in Georgia as 

Erudite Nursing Institute.  Upon information and belief, Defendant Knight exercises control over 

Erudite Nursing Institute.  Upon information and belief, Defendant Knight may be served at 100 

South Ashley Lane, Suite 600, Tampa, Florida 33602. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

8. 

This Court has jurisdiction over this action and the parties pursuant to Ga. Const. Art. 6, 

§ 4, ¶ 1, O.C.G.A. §§ 9-10-91, 15-6-8, 20-3-250.18, and 20-3-250.19.   

9. 

Venue is proper in Cobb County in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 9-10-93 because 

Defendants’ principal place of business is in Cobb County.  

FACTS 

Defendant MCS 

10. 

Defendant MCS offers “offers accelerated and fast-track Allied Healthcare programs” to 

students who apply and are accepted.  Exhibit “A.” [https://medicalcareerspecialists.com/about/].  
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11. 

Defendant MCS’s programming includes standard certification training courses for 

phlebotomy technician, Electrocardiograph/EKG technician, clinical medical assistant, medical 

laboratory technician/assistant, surgical technician/technologist, pharmacy technician, and 

physician technician, as well as “three programs that allow students to bridge into the 5-week 

Licensed Practical Nursing (LPN) program offered through Erudite Nursing Institute.”  Exhibit 

“A.”  [https://medicalcareerspecialists.com/about/] 

12. 

 Defendant MCS maintains an online application and sets forth admissions requirements 

on its website.  Exhibit “B.”  [https://medicalcareerspecialists.com/register/]. 

13. 

Defendant MCS charges fees for its programs.  Exhibit “B.” 

[https://medicalcareerspecialists.com/register/]. 

14. 

Upon information and belief, Defendant MCS issues a certificate or diploma to the 

student upon satisfactory completion of the student’s program of choice.  

Defendant Erudite 

15. 

Defendant Erudite offers programs, certifications, and degrees in nursing to students who 

apply and are accepted.  Exhibit “C.”  [https://www.eruditenursing.education/]. 

16. 

Defendant Erudite advertises Erudite Nursing Institute as “the most prestigious blended-

learning program available – offering online fast-track coursework supplemented and solidified 
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by extensive hands-on training – and is certainly one of the most sought after nursing schools 

around.”  Exhibit “D.”  [https://www.facebook.com/notes/1901890386593880/]. 

17. 

 Defendant Erudite maintains an online application and set forth admissions requirements 

on its webpage.  Exhibit “E.”  [https://www.eruditenursing.education/admissions/apply/]. 

18. 

Defendant Erudite charges fees for its courses.  Exhibit “F.”  

[https://www.eruditenursing.education/admissions/tuition-fees/] 

19. 

Students who complete Defendant Erudite’s programming are referred to as “graduates.”  

Exhibit “G.”  [https://www.eruditenursing.education/medpropronto/]. 

20. 

Upon information and belief, Defendant Erudite issues a certificate or diploma to the 

student upon satisfactory completion of the student’s program of choice.  

Defendant Knight 

21. 

Defendant Knight offers programs, certifications, and degrees in nursing to students who 

apply and are accepted.  Exhibit “C.”  [https://www.eruditenursing.education/]. 

22. 

Defendant Knight advertises Erudite Nursing Institute as “the most prestigious blended-

learning program available – offering online fast-track coursework supplemented and solidified 

by extensive hands-on training – and is certainly one of the most sought after nursing schools 

around.”  Exhibit “D.”  [https://www.facebook.com/notes/1901890386593880/]. 
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23. 

 Defendant Knight maintains an online application and set forth admissions requirements 

on Erudite Nursing Institute’s webpage.  Exhibit “E.”  

[https://www.eruditenursing.education/admissions/apply/]. 

24. 

Defendant Knight charges fees for courses at Erudite Nursing Institute.  Exhibit “F.”  

[https://www.eruditenursing.education/admissions/tuition-fees/] 

25. 

The website for Erudite Nursing Institute refers to students who complete Defendant 

Knight’s programming as “graduates.”  Exhibit “G.”  

[https://www.eruditenursing.education/medpropronto/]. 

26. 

Upon information and belief, Defendant Knight issues a certificate or diploma to the 

student upon satisfactory completion of the student’s program of choice.  

Notifications to Cease and Desist Activities 

27. 

On May 25, 2010, Defendant MCS requested to be exempted from GNPEC 

authorization, based on its purported status as a test preparation provider.  Exhibit “H.”   

28. 

On June 3, 2010, GNPEC granted Defendant MCS’s exemption request, pursuant to 

O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250(a)(9).  Exhibit “I.”   

29. 

In GNPEC’s letter of June 3, 2010, granting an exemption to Defendant MCS, GNPEC 
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expressly advised Defendant MCS that “[s]hould Medical Career Specialists decide to expand its 

training for students who have to received training from another school or who are not eligible to 

sit for a specific examination, then Medical Career Specialists must contact NPEC immediately 

to begin the authorization process.”  See, Exhibit “I.” 

30. 

 On or about September 2012, GNPEC conducted a review of Defendant MCS’s website, 

based on an anonymous report GNPEC received that Defendant MCS was operating without 

authorization. 

31. 

On September 12, 2012, GNPEC sent a letter to Defendant MCS by certified mail with 

notification that it must cease and desist offering its “Clinical Medical Assistant[,] Patient Care 

Tech(nician)[,] Billing & Coding Specialist[,] Phleb(otomy)/EKG Tech(nician) (Combo)[,] 

Phlebotomy Tech(nician)[,] Pharmacy Tech(nician)[,] Surgical Tech(nician)[,] [and] Medical 

Laboratory Assistant” programs, advertising the existence of the programs in the State of 

Georgia, and enrolling students in the programs until a current Certificate of Authorization or 

Notice of Exemption was granted by GNPEC.  Exhibit “J.”  The letter was returned to GNPEC 

as undeliverable.   

32. 

On December 20, 2016, the Georgia Board of Nursing (“BON”) notified GNPEC that the 

BON had “recently [been] made aware that Erudite Nursing Institute/Medical Career Specialists 

is advertising registered and practical nursing education programs” and that the BON “has not 

approved Erudite Nursing Institute/Medical Career Specialists nor has an application for 

approval been submitted to the Board.”  The BON requested GNPEC’s “assistance with this 
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issue.”  Exhibit “K.”   

33. 

On or about January 10, 2017, GNPEC posted a “Consumer Alert” on its website 

concerning Medical Career Specialists and Erudite Nursing Institute, based on the referral from 

the BON.  Exhibit “L.” 

34. 

On or about July 11, 2017, GNPEC received a “Notice of Intent to File Complaint with 

Governor Against Executive Director & Notice of Intent to Sue” (“Notice”) from “ENI by 

Medical Career Specialists.”  Exhibit “M.”  The Notice references Defendants MCS and Erudite 

in tandem throughout.  The Notice requested that any return correspondence be addressed to 

“ENI Legal, Medical Career Specialists, 3330 Cumberland Blvd Suite 500, Atlanta Ga 30339.”   

35. 

 On September 13, 2017, Defendant MCS contacted GNPEC by email correspondence, 

with a subject line of “Assistance of Verification of Exemption Status.”  Exhibit “N.”  On 

October 11, 2017, GNPEC Deputy Executive Director Laura Vieth responded by email and 

provided Defendant MCS with a copy of the September 12, 2012, cease and desist letter.  See, 

Exhibit “O.” 

36. 

 On October 12, 2017, GNPEC received email correspondence from Defendant MCS 

pertaining to a student complaint.  Exhibit “P.”  The forwarded email included by Defendant 

MCS was from “Megan G.” on behalf of “ENI Support [and] MCS Staff” to a complainant 

named “Janice L.”  See, Exhibit “P.” 
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37. 

On October 27, 2017, GNPEC advised Defendant MCS that its programming required 

Defendant MCS to be authorized by GNPEC.  Exhibit “Q.” 

38. 

On November 5, 2019, GNPEC sent another letter to Defendant Erudite by certified mail 

with notification that it must cease and desist postsecondary activities in the State of Georgia 

until a current Certificate of Authorization or Notice of Exemption was granted by GNPEC.  

Exhibit “R.”  The letter was returned to GNPEC as undeliverable. 

39. 

 On January 1, 2021, Defendant Erudite and Defendant Knight submitted a “Complaint” 

for “Harassment/Defamation/Violation of State Law & Ga. Code” to Governor Brian Kemp and 

GNPEC Executive Director Kirk Shook via certified mail.  Exhibit “S.”  The “Complaint” was 

received by GNPEC on January 12, 2021.  See, Exhibit “S.” 

40. 

On January 26, 2021, GNPEC sent a certified letter to Defendant MCS’s Registered 

Agent, notifying Defendant MCS that the courses advertised on the institution’s website violated 

O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.7(a) and that the institution must take down all advertisements and stop 

recruitment of students to avoid GNPEC seeking court intervention.  Exhibit “T.”  The certified 

mailing receipt was returned to GNPEC, indicating that the cease and desist letter was received 

and signed for by Defendant MCS on February 1, 2021.  Exhibit “U.”  However, upon 

information and belief, Defendant MCS, after signing the certified mailing receipt or “green 

card” and accepting the letter, subsequently attempted to reverse such acceptance by returning 

the envelope to GNPEC.  Exhibit “V.” 
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41. 

On January 26, 2021, GNPEC sent notification to Defendant Erudite and Defendant 

Knight by certified mail and by email at mknight@EruditeNursing.education that the courses 

advertised on Erudite Nursing Institute’s website violated O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.7(a) and that 

Defendants Erudite and Knight must take down all advertisements and stop recruitment of 

students to avoid GNPEC seeking court intervention.  Exhibit “W.”  Defendant Knight 

acknowledged receipt of the letter by email correspondence sent the same day.  Exhibit “X.”  

The certified mailing receipt was returned to GNPEC, indicating that the cease and desist letter 

was received and signed for by Defendant Erudite on February 1, 2021.  See, Exhibit “U.” 

42. 

 On February 3, 2021, GNPEC received a “Second Complaint” for “Harassment, 

Defamation, Deprivation of Rights Under Color of Law, Conspiracy Against Rights” made by 

Defendant Erudite and Defendant Knight against GNPEC, GNPEC’s Executive Director, 

GNPEC’s Deputy Executive Director, and GNPEC’s legal counsel.  Exhibit “Y.”  This “Second 

Complaint” was submitted in response to GNPEC’s directive to Defendant Erudite and 

Defendant Knight to cease and desist from their unlawful activities. 

43. 

 To date, Defendants have not submitted an application for authorization to GNPEC, do 

not have a current certificate of authorization to operate issued by GNPEC, and have not ceased 

or desisted their unauthorized postsecondary activities.  
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COUNT I – VIOLATIONS OF O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.7(a)(1) 

 

44. 

As alleged in paragraphs 10 through 26, Defendants offer courses in medical assisting 

and nursing to students in Georgia. 

45. 

As alleged in paragraphs 27 through 43, Defendants do not hold a certificate of 

authorization to conduct postsecondary activities from GNPEC, have not submitted an 

application for authorization to GNPEC, have not been granted a current notice of exemption 

from GNPEC, and have not ceased or desisted postsecondary activities, despite receiving 

notifications from GNPEC that their activities are unauthorized. 

46. 

Defendants’ conduct violates O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.7(a)(1), as Defendants are conducting 

postsecondary activities in Georgia without being issued a current certificate of valid 

authorization by GNPEC. 

COUNT II – VIOLATIONS OF O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.7(a)(3) 

 

47. 

As alleged in paragraphs 10 through 26, Defendants provide prospective students with 

information regarding the courses they offer and an application for prospective students to 

submit for admission to Defendants’ programs through Defendants’ websites. 

48. 

As alleged in paragraphs 27 through 43, Defendants do not hold a certificate of 

authorization to conduct postsecondary activities from GNPEC, have not submitted an 

application for authorization to GNPEC, have not been granted a current notice of exemption 
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from GNPEC, and have not ceased or desisted postsecondary activities, despite receiving 

multiple notifications from GNPEC that the activities are unauthorized. 

49. 

Defendants’ conduct in soliciting prospective students without being authorized by 

GNPEC’s Executive Director to do so violates O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.7(a)(3). 

COUNT III – VIOLATIONS OF O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.7(a)(9) 

 

50. 

As alleged in paragraph 10 through 26, upon information and belief, Defendants award 

certificates and/or degrees to students who complete courses of study at Defendants’ respective 

institutions. 

51. 

As alleged in paragraphs 27 through 43, Defendants do not hold a certificate of 

authorization to conduct postsecondary activities from GNPEC, have not submitted an 

application for authorization to GNPEC, have not been granted a current notice of exemption 

from GNPEC, and have not ceased or desisted postsecondary activities, despite receiving 

multiple notifications from GNPEC that the activities are unauthorized. 

52. 

Defendants’ conduct in awarding certificates and/or degrees to students without being 

authorized by GNPEC violates O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.7(a)(9). 

COUNT IV – VIOLATIONS OF O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.8 

 

53. 

As alleged in paragraphs 10 through 26, Defendants offer courses in medical assisting 

and nursing to students in Georgia. 
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54. 

As alleged in paragraphs 27 through 43, Defendants do not hold a certificate of 

authorization to conduct postsecondary activities from GNPEC, have not submitted an 

application for authorization to GNPEC, have not been granted a current notice of exemption 

from GNPEC, and have not ceased or desisted postsecondary activities, despite receiving 

multiple notifications from GNPEC that the activities are unauthorized. 

55. 

Defendants violated O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.8 by failing to make application to the 

Commission for authorization to operate and/or to conduct its postsecondary activities.  

REQUESTED RELIEF 

56. 

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.18(b), GNPEC is entitled to obtain an injunction 

through a court order to ensure compliance with the applicable Code sections.  O.C.G.A. 

§ 20-3-250.18(b) provides that GNPEC shall not be required to allege or prove that it has no 

adequate remedy at law in order to obtain an injunction.   

57. 

O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.21 provides for a civil penalty up to $1,000.00 for each violation of 

O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.7 or O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.8.  O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.21 specifically states 

that “[e]ach day’s failure to comply with such Code sections shall be a separate violation.”  

O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.21.  GNPEC is entitled to obtain an award against Defendants for civil 

penalties, due to Defendants’ violations of O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.7 and O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.8. 
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PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, GNPEC requests that the Court grants the following relief:  

(1) An interlocutory and permanent injunction directing Defendants to cease and desist all 

unauthorized postsecondary activities in the State of Georgia; 

(2) Imposition of a civil penalty against Defendants for their failure to comply with O.C.G.A. 

§ 20-3-250.7(a)(1);  

(3) Imposition of a civil penalty against Defendants for their failure to comply with O.C.G.A. 

§ 20-3-250.7(a)(3);  

(4) Imposition of a civil penalty against Defendants for their failure to comply with O.C.G.A. 

§ 20-3-250.7(a)(9); 

(5) Imposition of a civil penalty against the Defendants for their failure to comply with 

O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.8;  

(6) Reimbursement of Plaintiff’s court costs and attorneys’ fees; and 

(7) Any other and further relief this Court deems just and proper.  

This 2nd day of March, 2021. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

      CHRISTOPHER M. CARR  112505 

      Attorney General  

 

  BRYAN K. WEBB   743580 

  Deputy Attorney General 

  

RUSSELL D. WILLARD  760280 

      Senior Assistant Attorney General 

  

      /s/ Kristen L. Settlemire_________ 

KRISTEN L. SETTLEMIRE  919430 

      Assistant Attorney General 

      Attorneys for Plaintiff 
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Please serve: 

 

Kristen L. Settlemire 

Georgia Department of Law 

40 Capitol Square, SW 

Atlanta, Georgia 30334-1300 

ksettlemire@law.ga.gov 

(404) 458-3549 (telephone) 

(404) 657-9932 (facsimile) 








































































































































































