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New Minimum Standards Criteria 
The newly adopted Minimum Standards Criteria took effect January 1, 2021. Now, all renewing 
ins�tu�ons are required to maintain compliance with the new Minimum Standards Criteria. These 
Criteria are in the EDvera applica�on portal and can also be found here on the GNPEC website: 
Minimum Standards Criteria. 

 
Annual GNPEC Customer Service Sa�sfac�on Survey 
We would like to extend thanks to the many ins�tu�onal representa�ves that par�cipated in 
the annual GNPEC Customer Service Sa�sfac�on Survey.  Your feedback is very helpful as we 
review what changes can most benefit our ins�tu�ons and the students they serve. 
 
Reduced Application Requirements 
There has been a reduction in the number of required exhibits in both the Initial and Renewal of 
Authorization applications.  The change will be reflected in all applications started as of February 
26, 2021. 
 
Staff Changes 
Alyssa Yuhouse le� GNPEC to pursue a new opportunity with the University of Georgia.  We wish 
Alyssa the best of luck on her new endeavor.   
 
We are pleased to welcome Hannah Morris as our newest contractor Regulatory Specialist.   
Hannah recently graduated from the University of Georgia with a Master of Public Administra�on. 
Hannah originally began as an intern with GNPEC and has enjoyed working alongside the staff and 
learning about the intricacies of the regulatory process. She hopes to con�nue to gain experience 
and knowledge as she steps into her new role as Regulatory Specialist.  In her free �me Hannah 
enjoys cooking, traveling, and spending �me with her family. She will begin her training officially 
on May 24th and will assume Alyssa’s ins�tu�onal workload upon the conclusion of her training.  
 
FY22 Legisla�ve Changes 
HB 152 was signed by Governor Kemp on May 6, 2021 and makes the following changes effec�ve 
July 1, 2021: 
 
1. Exempts from authoriza�on ins�tu�ons whose campuses are located on a military installa�on, 

even if members of the public atend said ins�tu�ons. 
2. Corrects an error caused by the 2015 update to O.C.G.A. § 20-3-250.3(a) concerning which 

schools were required to send audits to NPEC. 
3. Allows the agency to conduct the annual site visit virtually for certain, qualifying ins�tu�ons, 

as determined by the execu�ve director. Prior to the effec�ve date of July 1, 2021, Georgia 
code requires all site visits to be conducted in-person annually. GNPEC is currently in the 
process of revising the site visit procedures as a result of the legisla�ve change and will make 
the applicable announcement in July. 

4. Clarifies that if a bond is in force at the �me of ins�tu�onal closure, the surety will be required 
to remit the full-face value of the bond to NPEC. This language revision is necessary to ensure 
�mely surrender of bonds at the �me of precipitous closures.  
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Increases bond amounts for ins�tu�ons earning over $1 million in tui�on annually to beter 
mi�gate the financial burdens for students involved in a poten�al closure. Increased bond 
amounts only apply to ins�tu�ons that become ini�ally authorized a�er July 1, 2021, or any 
currently authorized ins�tu�ons that change ownership a�er July 1, 2021.  

 
Clarifies the original intent of the law related to bond requirements in that the requirement 
renews following an ownership change of an authorized ins�tu�on. 

 
Reminders 
Requirement of SOS Documenta�on 
For any ini�al and renewal applicant that enrolls Georgia students, both the ins�tu�on's most 
recently filed Georgia Secretary of State issued Certificate of Authority and the Annual 
Registration are required to be uploaded in tab 1 of the Ini�al Authoriza�on and Renewal of 
Authoriza�on applica�ons under the “Ownership” Sec�on.  Mul�ple atachments may be 
uploaded: 
 

 

 

Online Modality Shi� 
Please be advised that GNPEC has extended the deadline for online modality shi� approval to the 
date that the federally declared emergency ends, which will align with the deadline set by the 
United States Department of Educa�on (ED) to allow for con�nued online delivery of programs 
previously only approved by GNPEC for in-person instruc�on.   
 
If you choose to con�nue to offer online instruc�on, no ac�on needs to be taken at this 
�me.  Once an extended deadline has been determined by the ED, the agency will reassess the 
circumstances and no�fy all ins�tu�ons of its decision regarding the deadline and what ac�ons 
must be then taken. 
 
Pay Fees Online 
Ins�tu�ons may pay fees online through the GNPEC website on the Schedule of Fees page. Avoid 
paying late fees- pay online instead! 

https://gnpec.georgia.gov/authorization/schedule-fees

