
MINUTES

NONPUBLIC POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION COMMISSION

April 18, 2017
 12:50 P.M. 

Pursuant to notice, the Quarterly Meeting of the Nonpublic Postsecondary Education Commission was held at Mercer University, the Woodruff House, 988 Bond Street, Macon, Georgia, 31201.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Victoria Agyekum

1st Congressional District

Mollie Cohen

2nd Congressional District
                           via teleconference
Amanda Shailendra

5th Congressional District


Holly Kirbo, Secretary

8th Congressional District

Ryan Worsley

10th Congressional District


Dr. Arthur Vaugh, Vice Chair
11th Congressional District


Karen Gilbert

13th Congressional District


VACANT

14th Congressional District

Clinton Hobbs, Chair

AT LARGE
 MEMBERS ABSENT:
Lee Todd



3rd Congressional District


Deb Wade


4th Congressional District


Shelley Nickel


6th Congressional District

Toby Hinton


7th Congressional District

Martha Nesbitt


9th Congressional District


Norma Nunez-Cortes

12th Congressional District


STAFF PRESENT:
Corinna M. Robinson


Executive Director

Shirlene Mitchell

Office Manager
VISITORS:


          None



CALL TO ORDER
Chair Clinton Hobbs called the meeting to order at 12:50pm.
1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Holly Kirbo made a motion to adopt the Agenda for the April 18, 2017 Quarterly Commission Meeting of the Nonpublic Postsecondary Education Commission. The motion was seconded by Karen Gilbert.  
Upon unanimous vote it was RESOLVED that the Agenda for the April 18, 2018 meeting be adopted.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chair Hobbs asked that the Commission review the Minutes and if there were any corrections. There were none.
Mollie Cohen made a motion to adopt the Minutes from the January 30, 2017 Quarterly Commission Meeting of the Nonpublic Postsecondary Education Commission. The motion was seconded by Victoria Agyekum.  
Upon unanimous vote it was RESOLVED that the Minutes from the January 30, 2017 Quarterly Commission Meeting of the Nonpublic Postsecondary Education Commission be adopted.
3. 
QUARTERLY REPORT (Unaudited):  TUITION GUARANTY TRUST FUND
Executive Director Corinna Robinson reported the following:

· FY2017 Third Quarter report ending March 31, 2017, as approved by the Board of Trustees of the Tuition Guaranty Trust Fund.  
· Tuition Guaranty Trust Fund Third Quarter Yearly Comparison Report.
Chair Hobbs asked the commissioners if they had any questions or comments relating to the Tuition Guaranty Trust Fund report. 
Commissioner Kirbo asked, “Why was there a decrease in deposits”?  Executive Director Robinson responded that there were “less number of schools paying into the TGTF” for the following reasons:

a. Some schools have fulfilled their five-year commitment 

b. Possibly less number of schools initiating authorization
Chair Hobbs made a motion to adopt the Quarterly Report of the Tuition Guaranty Trust Fund for the
nine- month period ending March 31, 2017 as approved by the Board of Trustees of the Tuition Guaranty Trust Fund. The motion was seconded by Karen Gilbert.

Upon unanimous vote it was RESOLVED that the Quarterly Report of the Tuition Guaranty Trust Fund for the nine-month period ending March 31, 2017 as approved by the Board of Trustees of the Tuition Guaranty Trust Fund be adopted.

4.
FY2016 Operating Budget Quarterly Report ending March 31, 2016
Executive Director Corinna Robinson and the Commissioners discussed the following:

·  Overall the budget is looking well; spending at 70% right now
·  Continue to closely monitor “Personal Services” each year; problem area in the past

·  Overage in the “Telecommunications” area; 

a.   Will continue annually to ask OPB for an increase in this area of the budget


b.   State allows for amendment of NPEC’s Special Purpose Revenue at the end of each
      fiscal year; this will cover any shortfalls.
· “Real Estate Rental” still waived for FY2017; internal amendment of these funds will be made at the end of the fiscal year.
· Deputy Director, Dr. Carl Camann will retire in August 2017; search for Deputy Director will commence soon.
Chair Hobbs asked the commissioners if they had any additional questions or comments. 
There were none.
No approval required.

5.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Executive Director Corinna Robinson discussed the following:

·   Update on HB 448 NPEC Agency Legislation
a. Bill passed out of the House but did not make it out of Senate Rules on the last day.
b. It’s a good bill and should pass during the 2018 Legislative Session.
c. NPEC can function another year without HB 448.
·  Commission membership as part of HB 448

a.   The legislation downsizes the Commission to eleven members.



b.   Congressional districts will be voided but representation from nonpublic postsecondary 



      degree and non-degree granting institutions remains the same along with an addition



      of representation from an exempt institution.

c.   Since the bill did not pass nothing changes. Each commissioner will continue to serve.
Commissioner Kirbo expressed her discontent with the removal of the congressional districts. She is afraid that the rural districts in the State will be “overlooked”. She would like to continue to see regional diversity on the board.

Commissioner Vaughn asked, “What is the logic behind this?”

Executive Director Robinson responded to both concerns by explaining that she has faith representation from all regions of Georgia will continue. She further explained it was her recommendation to decrease the membership after completing the Governor’s Zero Based Budget Analysis as it will have administrative cost savings.  After much discussion with the bill sponsors and legislators the proposed legislation successfully passed with House and Senate Committees along with passing out of the House.
·   FY2017 Third Quarter Report of New Authorized Schools
                          a.   Webster University/Online (St. Louis, MO)
Authorized January 9, 2017

         
                b.   Village Samaritan Training Institute/Newnan
Authorized February 3, 2017




c.   Apex School of Theology (Durham, NC)
Authorized March, 1, 2017




d.   Master Medical Coding, LLC


Authorized March 16, 2017

Commissioner Kirbo asked “why would a school submit a larger bond amount than what was required?”

Executive Director Robinson indicated she will find out why the school chose to submit a larger bond.

No approval required.
6.
OTHER BUSINESS
No other business.
No approval required.
7. 
2017 MEETING DATES
· Monday, July 17, 2017*
· Monday, October 16, 2017*

*Time and location will be determined at a later date
The following discussion took place concerning locations of future commission meetings:




a.   At least twice a year, hold a commission meeting at a NPEC institution.



b.   Chair Hobbs suggested that commissioners make an effort to appear in person for

                                a commission meeting at least a couple times out of the year.
8.
ADJOURNMENT
Dr. Vaughn made a motion to adjourn meeting. The motion was seconded by Ryan Worsley.
Meeting adjourned at 1:29 P.M.


Clinton Hobbs, Chair


Holly Kirbo, Secretary
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